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Bytakingadvantageof UNESCQ & and¥ik iy dliicdition A y
scienceculture and-communication,
MABIs promoting

A scientific research and information gathering, as well
as linking with traditional knowledge on resource use.

A involvement of local communities concerned with
conservation and sustainable use of natural
resources. Cultural aspects are also taken into
consideration.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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A pivotalrole-of the MAB Programme

A effort towards advanced sustainable development.

A bringing together the contributions of the natural, social

and human sciences, as well as engineering.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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621 biosphere reserves in 117 countriab overthe world

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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BiosjinateResenss

El NBpecial places for people and natéire

E are areas of terrestrial and coastal
ecosystems promoting solutions to reconcile
the conservation of biodiversity with its
sustainable use.

E are nominated by national governments.

E remain under the sovereign jurisdiction of
the countries in which they are situated.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Addedl Value «ff BiosginateResenas

E Official recognition by a UBlgency.
E Participation in a World Network facilitates
sharing of information anéxperiences.

E Serve as demonstration/testing sites to address
Issues related to conservation of biodiversity,
sustainable development arglobalization.

E Can serve as laagse planning and management
tools.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Biosphere reserves can be considered as reflecting
0KS dSO02aéausSyYy I LIINZI OK
Convention of Biological Diversity

0Sol vi ng -tthe Ecosgstemz | e
Approach and Biosphere

This publication gives some examples.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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A Aimsat reconcilingbiodiversityconservation and
rural/peri-urbandevelopmentwhile enhancing
andsupportingcultural values

A Biospherereservescanserve agractical
examplef the iImplementationof this approach

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Under the UNESCOABProgrammethe BRconcept
developed from the idea that natural resource conservation
objectives need to better take into account the economic
development of the local community, and vice versa.

In essence, it recognizes that the long term viability of both is
dependent on the health of the whole.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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economic, social and conservation activities can be plannec
and coordinated in a truly sustainable manner.

i1 Thatis why its very simple and flexible basic zoning includes
core zones dedicated to biodiversity conservation, buffer zot
where sustainable activities can take place in such a way th
cores zones are not negatively impacted, and the transition
zoneswhere greater activity iallowed andoften may be
referred to as an area ao-operation.

M Thug GKS ARSI 2F Wadzadl Ayl of
biosphere reserves.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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M BRsare also hubs for scientific research and monitoring,
education and training contributing to local, national and glc
goals.

M Itis important to understand that a biosphere reserve is just
much a concept as it is a defined geographic area.

M TheBRconcept has proved its value beyond protected areas
and has been increasingly embraced by scientists, planner
policy makers and local communities to bring a variety of
knowledge, scientific investigations and experiences to link
biodiversity conservation and soeawonomic development for
human wellbeing.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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M BRsalso serve as learning and demonstration sites in the
framework of DESD.

M Moreover they assist to a documentation and dissemination
among key stakeholders/national poltayakers of the best
practices and approaches in natural resource management.

M Amulti-stakeholder approach with particular emphasis on the
Involvement of local communities in management and
fostering dialogue for conflict resolution of natural resource
use are integral parts of this concept.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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M Canalso transcend political and administrative boundaries, as
the concept has proved its value beyond protected areas.

i Currentworking methods of MAB Programme and World
Network of Biosphere Reserves must depend more and more
on thematic, regional, subeg., nat. and local networks for
delivery of outcomes as well as for innovating new and green
linkages.

M BRslso performed their role as learning and demonstration
sites for ESD. Thus, education should be mobilized-twieat
society towards more sustainable practices.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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THEBIOSPHEREESERWAODEL(AFTERSEVILLE999

Biosphere Reserve Model

A Core area(s)

ABuffer zone(s)

A Transition area(s)

This scheme can be adapted to
various ecological, socio-cultural and
legal contexts

Existing BRs in SoutBastern European (SEE) countries

amount to 28.

A Most of them (21) establishedbefore the SevilleStrategyand
the Statutory Frameworkfor BRswere adoptedin 1995 and
do not complywith their prescriptions(in particular that of
having the 3 functions ¢ conservation, development and
logisticsupport¢ well-developedat eachsite).

A Those establishedmore recently can be consideredgood a

examplesof what a BRshouldbe.

THREENTERRELATEDNCTIONSGFBR

Sustainable

IR. Research station
or experimental
research site

Conservation

I Monitoring

E Education/training
L Tourism

Logistic
support

Sincethe beginningof 2012the focusof the Sciencdeam dedicated

to ENV&SDextended to include Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,

Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, the RussianFederation and

Ukraine, within the regional context which is not excluding other

countries of the BlackSeasubregion The countries listed above

(excluding Georgia and Ukraine) earlier fell under the UNESCO

MoscowOfficemandate

These7 countrieshave52 BRsin total.

A 28 of the existingBRsin this region - all of which were established
after 1995- partly or fully complywith the SevilleStrategyand are
thereforereadyto playsucharelevantrole.
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%\W&” M Seville Strategy and Statutory Framework (1995) and Madri
N ActionPlan (MAR 2008) did not changehe rules of the
' Al YSX

M The Seville Strategy calls for BRs being models of Land
Management and Sustainable Development, being better
a0 NHzZOU0 dzNBR | OO0O2NRAY3I G2 GK¢

M The MAP attempts to orient the MABogrammeand the
World Network of Biosphere Reserves activities during 200¢
2013 in the face of new challenges in an esleanging world
(four main action areas).

M INCOMMONHOW TO HAVE A GREATER IMPACT?

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Biosphere Reserves currently play a key role in the fellpwo
Rio+20 as dedicated platforms for sustainable development
learning and networking including in the context of climate
change, ecosystem services and urbanization; the three ke
challenges recognized in the Madrid Action Plan (MAP) for
Biosphere Reserves (202813).

As the MAP has initiated a loitgrm process towards the
recognition of biosphere reserves as the principal
internationally-designated areas of sustainable developmen
the 21st century, its evaluation shall provide catalyzing
Instruments in this process.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Theevaluation of MAP should be considered as a strategic
thinking tool to also evaluate the Seville Strategy and to plac
the WNBR into the context of the follow up to Rio+20, green
economy, biodiversity conservation, combating desertificatic
and the challenges imposed by climate change.

http://www.unesco.org/venice



