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By taking advantage of UNESCO Ωǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ education, 

science, culture and communication,  

MAB is promoting:  

Å  scientific research and information gathering, as well 

as linking with traditional knowledge on resource use. 

Å  involvement of local communities concerned with 

conservation and sustainable use of natural 

resources. Cultural aspects are also taken into 

consideration. 
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A pivotal role of the MAB Programme in  

 

Åeffort towards advanced sustainable development. 

 

Åbringing together the contributions of the natural, social 

and human sciences, as well as engineering. 
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ÅƛǘΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ .ƛƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ (WNBR) currently counts 

621 biosphere reserves in 117 countries all over the world 
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Country 

  
Biosphere Reserves Year of nomination 

BELARUS Berezinskiy  
Belovezhskaya Pushcha  
Pribuzhskoye Polesie 

1978 
1993 
2004 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION Kavkazskiy  
Okskiy. Part of Oka River Valley until 2000 
Sikhote-Alin  
Tsentral'nochernozem  
Astrakhanskiy  
Kronotskiy  
Laplandskiy,  
Pechoro-llychskiy  
Sayano-Shushenskiy  
Sokhondinskiy  
Voronezhskiy  
Tsentral'nolesnoy  
Baikalskyi. Part of Lake Baikal until 2000 
Tzentralnosibirskii  
Chernyje Zemli  
Taimyrsky  
Ubsunorskaya Kotlovina  
Daursky  
Teberda  
Katunsky  
Prioksko-Terrasnyi (part of Oka River Valley since 2000) 
Barguzinskyi (part of Lake Baikal since 2000) 
Nerusso-Desnianskoe-Polesie  
Visimskiy  
Vodlozersky  
Commander Islands  
Darvinskiy  
Nijegorodskoe Zavolje  
Smolensk Lakeland  
Ugra  
Far East Marine  
Kedrovaya Pad  
Kenozersky  
Valdaishy  
Khankaiskiy  
Middle-Volga Integrated  
Great Volzhsko-Kamsky (composed of Raifa, Sarali, Spassky and Sviyazhsky units) 
Rostovsky  
Altaisky  
Volga-Akhtuba Floodplain  
Bashkirskiyi Ural 

1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1986 
1993 
1995 
1997 
1997 
1997 
2000 
1978 
1986 
2001 
2001 
2001 
2002 
2002 
2002 
2002 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2004 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2005 

  
2008 
2009 
2011 
2012 

UKRAINE Chernomorskiy  
Askaniya-Nova  
Carpathian  
Shatskiy  
Dunaisky. Transboundary BR (Romania - Ukraine)  
East Carpathians (Transboundary BR between Poland/Slovakia/Ukraine) 
Desnianskyi  
Roztochya  

1984 
1985 
1992 
2002 
1998 
1998 

  
2009 
2011 

 
Biosphere Reserves 
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Biosphere Reserves 

È ŀǊŜ άspecial places for people and natureέΦ 

È are areas of terrestrial and coastal 

ecosystems promoting solutions to reconcile 

the conservation of biodiversity with its 

sustainable use. 

È are nominated by national governments. 

È remain under the sovereign jurisdiction of 

the countries in which they are situated. 
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Added Value of Biosphere Reserves 

ÈOfficial recognition by a UN agency. 

ÈParticipation in a World Network facilitates 

sharing of information and experiences. 

ÈServe as demonstration/testing sites to address 

issues related to conservation of biodiversity, 

sustainable development and globalization. 

ÈCan serve as land-use planning and management 

tools. 
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Added Value of Biosphere Reserves 

Biosphere reserves can be considered as reflecting 

ǘƘŜ άŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘέ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Convention of Biological Diversity 

óSolving the puzzle - the Ecosystem 

Approach and Biosphere Reservesô. 

This publication gives some examples. 
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The Ecosystem Approach 

ÅAims at reconciling biodiversity conservation and 

rural/peri-urban development while enhancing 

and supporting cultural values. 

 

ÅBiosphere reserves can serve as practical 

examples of the implementation of this approach. 
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.wǎΣ !b άh[5 /hb/9t¢έ Chw ! w9b9²95 
COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

  

Under the UNESCO MAB Programme, the BR concept 
developed from the idea that natural resource conservation 
objectives need to better take into account the economic 
development of the local community, and vice versa.  

 

In essence, it recognizes that the long term viability of both is 
dependent on the health of the whole.  
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FurthermoreΣ ƛǘ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ ƻŦ 
economic, social and conservation activities can be planned 
and coordinated in a truly sustainable manner.  

That is why its very simple and flexible basic zoning includes 
core zones dedicated to biodiversity conservation, buffer zones 
where sustainable activities can take place in such a way that 
cores zones are not negatively impacted, and the transition 
zones where greater activity is allowed and often may be 
referred to as an area of co-operation.  

ThusΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ 
biosphere reserves.  

 

.wǎΣ !b άh[5 /hb/9t¢έ Chw ! w9b9²95 
COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT -cont. 
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BRs are also hubs for scientific research and monitoring, 
education and training contributing to local, national and global 
goals.  

It is important to understand that a biosphere reserve is just as 
much a concept as it is a defined geographic area.  

The BR concept has proved its value beyond protected areas 
and has been  increasingly embraced by scientists, planners, 
policy makers and local communities to bring a variety of 
knowledge, scientific investigations and experiences to link 
biodiversity conservation and socio-economic development for 
human well-being.  

 

 

.wǎΣ !b άh[5 /hb/9t¢έ Chw ! w9b9²95 
COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT -cont. 
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BRs also serve as learning and demonstration sites in the 
framework of DESD.  

Moreover, they assist to a documentation and dissemination 
among key stakeholders/national policy-makers of the best 
practices and approaches in natural resource management.  

A multi-stakeholder approach with particular emphasis on the 
involvement of local communities in management and 
fostering dialogue for conflict resolution of natural resource 
use are integral parts of this concept.  

 

.wǎΣ !b άh[5 /hb/9t¢έ Chw ! w9b9²95 
COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT -cont. 
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Can also transcend political and administrative boundaries, as 
the concept has proved its value beyond protected areas.  

Current working methods of MAB Programme and World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves must depend more and more 
on thematic, regional, sub-reg., nat. and local networks for 
delivery of outcomes as well as for innovating new and green 
linkages.  

BRs also performed their role as learning and demonstration 
sites for ESD. Thus, education should be mobilized to re-orient 
society towards more sustainable practices.  

 

 
Biosphere Reserves 
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THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE MODEL (AFTER SEVILLE 1995)                     THREE INTERRELATED FUNCTIONS OF BR  
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Å Core area(s)  

Å Buffer zone(s)  

Å Transition area(s)  

Biosphere Reserve Model 

   T  Tourism  

Existing BRs in South-Eastern European (SEE) countries 
amount to 28.  
ÅMost of them (21) established before the Seville Strategy and 

the Statutory Framework for BRs were adopted in 1995 and 
do not comply with their prescriptions (in particular that of 
having the 3 functions ς conservation, development and 
logistic support ς well-developed at each site).  

ÅThose established more recently can be considered good 
examples of what a BR should be. 

Since the beginning of 2012 the focus of the Science team dedicated 
to ENV&SD extended to include Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation and 
Ukraine, within the regional context which is not excluding other 
countries of the Black-Sea sub-region. The countries listed above 
(excluding Georgia and Ukraine) earlier fell under the UNESCO 
Moscow Office mandate.  
These 7 countries have 52 BRs in total .  
Å28 of the existing BRs in this region - all of which were established 

after 1995 - partly or fully comply with the Seville Strategy and are 
therefore ready to play such a relevant role.  

Sustainable  

use 

 

Conservation 

Logistic 

support 

This scheme can be adapted to 

various ecological, socio-cultural and 

legal contexts 
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THE SEVILLE STRATEGY  

AND  

MADRID ACTION PLAN 

Seville Strategy and Statutory Framework (1995) and Madrid 
Action Plan (MAP - 2008) did not change the rules of the 
ƎŀƳŜΧ  

The Seville Strategy calls for BRs being models of Land 
Management and Sustainable Development, being better 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .w ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΧ 

The MAP attempts to orient the MAB programme and the 
World Network of Biosphere Reserves activities during 2008ς
2013 in the face of new challenges in an ever-changing world 
(four main action areas). 

IN COMMON: HOW TO HAVE A GREATER IMPACT? 
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ON THE WAY TO IMPLEMENT  

ά¢I9 C¦¢¦w9 ²9 ²!b¢έ 

 
Biosphere Reserves currently play a key role in the follow-up to 
Rio+20 as dedicated platforms for sustainable development 
learning and networking including in the context of climate 
change, ecosystem services and urbanization; the three key 
challenges recognized in the Madrid Action Plan (MAP) for 
Biosphere Reserves (2008-2013). 

As the MAP has initiated a long-term process towards the 
recognition of biosphere reserves as the principal 
internationally-designated areas of sustainable development in 
the 21st century, its evaluation shall provide catalyzing 
instruments in this process.  
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ON THE WAY TO IMPLEMENT  

ά¢I9 C¦¢¦w9 ²9 ²!b¢ έ- cont. 

 

   

The evaluation of MAP should be considered as a strategic 
thinking tool to also evaluate the Seville Strategy and to place 
the WNBR into the context of the follow up to Rio+20, green 
economy, biodiversity conservation, combating desertification 
and the challenges imposed by climate change.  

 


